
 
February 4, 2016 - The United Nations has declared February 6 as the International Day for 

Zero Tolerance on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting, a practice that involves cutting parts 

of a woman's genitalia for cultural or religious reasons.  

  

In India, this ritual is practiced by the Bohra community, and is referred to as Khatna or female 

circumcision. It involves cutting the tip of a young girl's clitoris when she is 6-7 years old. For 

centuries, Bohras have continued this practice in silence and secrecy, making it difficult for 

women to talk about the physical, psychological and sexual scars Khatna may have left on them. 

In fact, Bohras today have settled all over the world and continue to practice this ritual even 

when they move to countries like the US, UK, Australia or anywhere in the Gulf.   

  

To help break this silence, Sahiyo plans to launch a campaign called 'Each One Reach 

One' from February 6 to March 8 - which is International Women's Day. The campaign calls 

upon everyone - particularly Bohra women and men - to reach out to at least one other Bohra and 

have a healthy conversation about khatna. This campaign will not be restricted to India - we 

encourage Bohras all over the world to participate and reach out to one another.  

  

Sahiyo is a pioneering organisation working towards ending female genital cutting through 

community engagement and outreach programmes. Sahiyo will run the Each One Reach One 

campaign in collaboration with 'Speak Out on FGM'. 

  

Do consider writing about our campaign through your medium. Please find attached a detailed 

note on the Each One Reach One, along with campaign posters and a brochure on How to Have a 

Healthy Dialogue About Khatna.  

  

For further inquiries, contact: 

Sahiyo: sahiyo2016@gmail.com    

or 

Aarefa Johari: +91 9920755781 / aarefajohari@gmail.com 

  

Thank you! 

Regards,  

Team Sahiyo  

(Insia Dariwala, Mariya Taher, Priya Goswami, Shaheeda Kirtane, Aarefa Johari) 
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